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This morning I had thought to simply read the sermon of Chrysostom because it's the best Easter 
sermon there is. I will send it out. I think many of you are familiar with it, but then as I was thinking, I 
guess some events of the week and then talking to people, so this is the big celebration of the year. We 
celebrate the triumph of life over death, of the Father calling the Son forth from the grave by the power 
of the Spirit, and yet, this morning, we're sitting in our homes in one sense stripped of the grand 
communal celebration. 

Earlier this week, Tish Harrison Warren wrote a column for the New York Times, some of you may have 
seen it, but she expresses how she misses, she misses people, she misses hugging, shaking hands. She 
misses the smells of people, the smells of places. She misses singing in church. She misses communion 
together, and then my sister yesterday, I was talking to her. She drew some images of the Easter 
celebration, including acts that she would not get to celebrate this year: the asperges when we renew 
the baptismal vows and the water sprinkled on the congregation; the sharing and the communion; the 
smells and the sights and the physical experience of celebrating the resurrection together. Today we're 
sitting in our homes separated, and so there's a sense of a loss even as we're celebrating. 

I thought I might just offer a thought or two on this odd moment. In a way, it seems like my week was 
preparing me for this meditation. I had an unusual week that seemed to fit nicely with the Holy Week 
Celebration. I was trying to record little reflections, put them on Facebook each day and poems, and I 
had some excellent conversations with people this week, but that's juxtaposed with a series of strange 
physical mishaps that seem to be another way of entering into the week. I started the week with a 
terrible neck ache, which I still have, that seems to be, I don't know if it's sinus or what. 

I can't remember if it was Monday or Tuesday. Kelly gets home, and I ran down the steps to greet her 
and promptly fell down the steps and ended up in a ball at the bottom of the stairway. And so then the 
next day I was so stiff, I could barely move around the house, and I guess it was the day after that, I'm 
walking, I sometimes walk in our basement, and I'm trying to stretch to make sure I'm not tight from 
falling, and I smashed my face into a chair that's hanging down from the ceiling in the garage, a lawn 
chair. And so then my face starts hurting, so now I've got the neck ache, stiff shoulders, and stiff frame, 
and now my face is burning. 

And so I was planning to do a Holy Saturday meditation, which is one of the great celebrations of the 
church, and as it turns out, I woke up yesterday with a true Holy Saturday experience. I was beyond even 
being able to share. I woke up nauseous. Somehow that smashing my face seemed to cause a rash all 
over the side of my face. I couldn't even open my eye, and Kelly had to care for me all day. I was just 
sleeping all day, so I was experiencing a real Holy Saturday. 

I tried to finish the bulletin in little, few minutes at a time when I could keep my eyes open. Finally, I got 
them finished and printed it out or sent it out as a PDF. Now, the reality is I'm not alone, and we had 
other people in our congregation that suffered physical pain this week in various ways. Then beyond our 
congregation, we have people all over the culture that are always suffering on Easter morning. And of 
course, this year specifically, we're aware of the people that are suffering from the virus. But alongside 
that, we know people are suffering over a lot of other things. 

The calendar of our physical body, our emotional body, our relational experiences don't always line up 
with the liturgical calendar. We're not always living Easter morning on Easter morning. Many people are 



still living in Holy Week. Many people are still living in the pain of the betrayal of Holy Wednesday when 
Judas betrays Jesus. Others are amid the agony of Good Friday as they are facing death or have family 
members that are struggling. 

Some are in Holy Saturday, they've had family members to die, and then they can't even properly grieve 
them because of the situation of our culture. So we have all sorts of people living in other places and 
we're yet celebrating the resurrection. We gather today to celebrate the resurrection, so we have this 
odd juxtaposition of pain and struggle and glorious news, and so I thought of the passage in Colossians 
and just a brief thought or two, but Paul is, the whole book of a Colossians, he's encouraging the people 
at Colossae to keep their hope in Christ. And so the hope, early in the book, he speaks of this hope 
hidden behind the veil, which is in fact the resurrection. 

It is the hope that in his resurrection, we are secure, our hope is secure, and Paul speaks of participating 
in Christ. In fact, the passage this morning, which I'll just read again a little bit, he talks about, "If you 
have been raised with Christ," so here we are participating in his resurrection, "Seek things that are 
above where Christ is seated at the right hand of God." That image of Christ being seated at the right 
hand of God is often read in light of Psalm 110. He is bringing all his enemies under his feet, and so we 
are participating with the risen Christ and resting in his victory. 

He says, "Set your mind on things above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God." So my hope, my life is rooted in Christ, but Paul also, as he writes 
about this notion of participation in Christ, that Christ, we are rooted in Christ, grounded in Christ, 
growing in Christ, living in Christ, risen with Christ, he is simultaneously in this letter and in other letters 
talking about our participation in one another. He speaks of it in this book, he is participating with them 
in the... Early in the book, he is praying for them. He has never seen them face to face. 

He says in chapter two verse one, "I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those 
at Laodicea, for all who have not seen me face to face, that their hearts may be encouraged, knit 
together in love, to reach all the riches of the full assurance and understanding of the knowledge of 
God's mystery, which is in Christ, in whom are hidden, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." So 
Paul is, often speaks of a way of participating with people with whom he's not present, that his life is in 
theirs, their life is in his as he has suffered so he might bring them comfort or as they are suffering that 
somehow he might pray with them and share in that suffering or bring comfort to them. 

So there's a sense for Paul that participation in Christ is always held together with participation with 
other people, with the community that Christ has formed. Our passage today, follows an argument at 
the end of two that we shouldn't allow external patterns of spirituality to somehow take us out of Christ. 
He had listed throughout the chapter a variety of things that have to do with circumcision, calendar 
observances, physical asceticism, all these different things that people are using as markers for their 
spirituality when in fact, it is Christ alone. Christ is the one who has entered into our story. 

Throughout his letters, he begins to tell us this image of Christ entering into our own story. Rather than 
us using some external forms to enter into Christ, Christ has come and participated with us. That's the 
only reason we are participating with him, which is the reason it's unique or helpful in that, Paul argues 
this, is that he of all the disciples is the one who was not present with Christ when he walks the earth. 
Paul is speaking of the resurrection and participating in the resurrection, though he himself has 
participated in Christ after the resurrection. 

Christ has come to him and literally entered into Paul's own story, and so at the beginning of Colossians 
when Paul says, "He's transferred us from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light," Paul himself 
has experienced Christ entering into his own story and transforming him, moving him from darkness to 
light. Christ is also reconciling us. and Paul goes on to say, "He's reconciling all things in heaven on earth. 



He's bringing a state of Shalom to the earth." And so, Christ himself enters into our world, our story, and 
so he, today he enters into the story of those who are still in Holy Friday, those who are struggling with 
grief and sorrow and pain. 

He enters into those who are in Holy Saturday, who are at the edge of death, who have lost family 
members. He enters into the disappointment and the sorrow and the sadness of those who are coming 
to rejoice in the risen Christ and yet still feel the sadness of not being able to take communion together, 
which feels as though it's a great loss that we are not physically present in the participation in the great 
communal meal. And yet, this communal meal speaks of a deeper communion that goes far beyond 
simply the physical meeting. It is the body that Christ has formed in us, that we have been formed as a 
people of God, and that our story intersects or participates with one another's story, so that with Paul, 
after our reading today, after he tells us all this about entering into the risen Christ, seeking the things 
that are above, that Christ is our glory, he proceeds immediately to talk about how we relate to one 
another. 

He immediately begins to talk about putting to death those earthly things, and all the earthly things he 
mentions are things that hinder human relationships that hinder the community that Paul has formed. 
And then, in verse 12, he proceeds to talk about what does it look like to be God's chosen vessels. That 
would be those who are living a heavenly, and he mentions things that have to do with living in 
community, Holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, bearing 
with one another. And ultimately, in verse 14, "And put all these on... And above all these, put on love 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony," and so in that sense, even in our absence, physical 
absence, we are participating still in the life of one another and in the life of the world that by Christ and 
by his Spirit, we are bound together, and that we can pray for one another and care for one another, 
and Christ reveals himself in our relationships, even within our family relationships. 

So even yesterday, as I couldn't function, and I was sickly and couldn't open my eyes, Christ reveals 
himself to me through my wife who is caring for me throughout the day, and it actually brought to mind 
years ago when I went through the kidney failure. I experienced Christ tangibly through the community 
of God. People physically came and cared for Kelly and I, but simultaneously I felt, even in their distance, 
I felt the peace of Christ made known to me through the people of God who are praying, and so if I read 
all of Paul's letters, he always emphasizes how this prayer, the way he prays for people, there is some 
sense of presence that he is not simply praying words of sort of empty hope, but actual real hope that 
Christ himself is transforming or touching people's lives even in Paul's prayers. 

And so even in our separation, even in the loss of some of the elements of Easter joy that we normally 
associate with this season, we still have the greater truth that Christ, he is present here even now in this 
temporary separation. In the temporary challenges that we experience, he is present and he is binding 
us together in love, and that we are participating in his resurrection by caring and loving for one 
another, by worshiping him, but also by just our hearts turned toward one another, and even 
particularly those who are present, our family members serving and caring for them in the Spirit of 
Christ, that he is present and he is revealing the good news even through one another. So today we 
celebrate that though we are separated, we are not separated from Christ and by his Spirit. We are 
bound together in his love. In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


