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This morning we're going to talk a little about this church plan in Maryville. It's bittersweet 
because this community is home to me. It's been a blessing to me. Right after I got ordained, I 
was nervous about making mistakes while celebrating at the table. David Freels said, "Don't 
worry, there's not a liturgical jail." 
 
Apostles has been place where I could serve and learn the rhythms of liturgy while living within 
a rich, loving, supportive community. To go out from here and start something new is both 
exciting and sad. There's a sense of loss and a sense of something opening. Yet, at the same time, 
there is a commitment to an ongoing relationship. 
 
As Jack has been talking about, Apostles is a mother church. St. Brendan's goes out as a daughter 
church, so it maintains this relationship that will be expressed in various ways. Today, I'm briefly 
going to begin by just thinking about the nature of church planning in our culture today. When 
we begin to think about church planning, there's a certain challenge associated with it, 
particularly at this point in American history. 
 
Last spring, the Pew Research Center came out with a study on church attendance in America.1 
One of the things they talked about was the drop off of church attendance and the causes. The 
primary cause is not really loss of faith, it is actually because our lives are so busy. People's lives 
are full; they have many other priorities. At the end of the day, it's practical reasons. The study 
concludes that logistics, oddly enough, are the primary reason why many people quit attending 
church. It's just simply not convenient to the life that they are living into. So many things going 
on. 
 
Our lives are crowded. Crowded with activities. Crowded with information. Crowded with all 
sorts of things. We are surrounded by screens continuously. Most of us in this room probably 
have a little screen in our pockets. Some people may have a screen on your wrist. We'll go home 
and be surrounded by different types of screens, or we'll go into the restaurant and have screens 
surrounding us up above. Rod Jellema says we live in the “age of glare.”2 We live in this age of 
light being refracted from other screens. 
 
We also live in the age of noise. The poet, Jim White, sings "Everything I think I know is just 
static on the radio."3 There's just so much information, how does one make sense of the world. 
Sometimes our weeks feel like a non-stop bombardment of data: headlines, news, politics, noise. 
There is so much going on that it's hard to even make sense of the world. All the distractions in 
our culture, can drown out gospel proclamation, and people can get distracted by things that are 
not really of ultimate priority. Distracted from the primary by secondary things. 

                                                
1 See “It’s Hard to Go to Church” by Emma Green in The Atlantic, August 23, 206 < 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/08/religious-participation-survey/496940/>. Also, see Pew Research Center’s 
“Choosing a New House of Worship,” August 23, 2016 < http://www.pewforum.org/2016/08/23/choosing-a-new-church-or-
house-of-worship/>.   
2 Rod Jellema, “A Word in the Glare” in Incarnality: The Collected Poems, Eerdmans, 2010 (p. 62). 
3 Jim White, “Static on the Radio” from Drill a Hole in That Substrate and Tell Me What You See (Audio CD), 2004.  
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America at times feels like a really large amusement park. There are attractions everywhere you 
turn. Everything is competing for our attention. When people begin to think about church 
planting in America, it needs to be exciting. It can feel like just adding one more amusement at 
Disneyland. This literally is a church planning strategy at times. How sensational can we be to 
attract other people to whatever it is we're doing? 
 
In the midst of a culture where there's so much frenzied activity, it can sometimes hide the 
wilderness of the soul. We live in an age of prosperity, but there are certain dis-eases associated 
with our prosperity. Developed nations, and particularly America leads the world in depression 
and loneliness, high divorce rates, alcoholism and drug abuse. World Health Organization has 
connected certain diseases most likely in wealthy western cultures. 
 
There are all sorts of diseases that just reflect this wilderness of soul in our culture, in spite of all 
the wealth and activity, and busyness. Our culture looks for healing in odd places. Sometimes in 
the cacophony of chaos, just frenzied activity, non-stop busyness. In fact, people often will brag 
on how busy they are, as though that were some kind of value. It's not really a value, it's often 
hiding some emptiness. 
 
We are called to worship our own selves, and “Go ahead and spend the money to do whatever,” 
because we deserve it. We deserve a break from all our busyness. Why not invest in ourselves? 
The medicines we have for the hearts is often old heresies that just confuse and distract. We're 
invited to worship at the altar of unrestrained consumption, which some people call shopping 
therapy. We feel depressed, so we go buy something, or we go eat something, we go spend our 
money. 
 
This is where the gospel plays out in the American culture, is all these sorts of false distractions 
to touch the wilderness of the heart. As we begin to think about reaching the culture, and 
fulfilling what Jack has been talking to us about with a great commandment of turning love 
outward into the community, what might it look like? I think we begin by just looking back to 
the ministry of Jesus, and beginning to meditate on the story we see played out in the gospels, 
and in the New Testament. 
 
This is a little bit of an over simplification, but it might just simply help us think about what 
Jesus is doing. Throughout the gospels, we see Jesus gathering disciples to himself. There's a 
climactic point where He raises these disciples up as friends. No longer are they servants, He 
calls them friends. Then He sends them out as lovers. John 17, we hear the great prayer of Christ, 
praying that we might enter into this loving community that He and the Father know. That His 
disciples might go out and reveal this deep love within the communion between the Father, Son 
and Spirit. 
 
Let's just reflect on this movement of gathering, raising, and sending, because this might help 
frame a planting a church within Maryville. We begin thinking about gathering. If we watch the 
ministry of Christ, we see Him entering into the rhythms of the people in the culture. If we, for 
instance, look to the gospel of John, His ministry begins by entering into a wedding ceremony. 
It's a social liturgy. It's a rhythm. Our culture continues to have weddings. He goes to feasts; He 
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goes to parties. These are rhythms. These are what you might call cultural or social liturgies. He 
enters into these rhythms in the culture. 
 
In fact, in the gospel reading we heard today, He goes and eats with Zacchaeus. Eating a meal is 
one of the most fundamental liturgical acts of all human societies. It carries great significance in 
a variety of cultures. For Jesus to enter Zacchaeus' house, He would have to bow as He walked 
into the threshold and say, "Blessed be the man who lives in this house." He would have to say 
that over a man who is a known sinner. Puzzling. Jesus goes in and is able to bless the man who 
has walked away from God. He enters into his rhythm with the very blessing of the Father. 
 
When He does, He gives Zacchaeus life. He transforms Zacchaeus. Jesus, himself, tells the 
disciples, "I am the way, the truth and the light." Wherever He goes, He is bringing the way, the 
truth and the light, for He, himself is that way, that truth, that light. When He speaks, He is 
teaching truth, because He cannot help but speak truth. He is shaping people's imaginations and 
thoughts. When He spends time with people, He is imparting life. His very life. He says, "I've 
come that you might have life, and that you might have it abundantly." He's pouring out 
abundant life into those He's gathered. 
 
He's leading them on a way, a path. He turns to the disciples at one point and says, "If you would 
follow me, you must take up your cross." This way is a way of death, a way of entering in by the 
way of the cross. We see Jesus gathering disciples to himself, and then imparting his life. We see 
this same movement in the Zacchaeus story. By the end of this short little story, Zacchaeus is 
change. He has been transformed by being in the presence of Christ. 
 
In that process, He is forming disciples. He is shaping the people He has gathered to himself. 
They are becoming disciples, people who walk in His way, live in His way, live in the fellowship 
of Christ. They are being changed in that great communion to become gathered around Christ, 
feasting around Christ, shaped by Christ's words and presence. Over time, He is raising them up. 
 
He is literally changing their status in the world, so that strangers now become friends. We see 
this with the disciples, from all different walks of life. He's gone out and gathered them to 
himself. Now they're eating a meal in John 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. They're eating a meal, and Jesus 
turns at the meal and says, "No longer do I call you servants, now I call you friends." They have 
become his friends. They've been brought into the communion of the Father, which He will say 
again, and again throughout that passage, that they have been made known. He has made known 
to them, the communion that He has with the Father. Now they have been brought into that 
communion. 
 
We see this pattern of strangers becoming friends, actually all throughout the New Testament. 
Consider Corinthians. Corinthians is one of the most diverse communities in the New Testament. 
Partly because of Corinth is a diverse city, with people from all economic classes, and all races, 
because it actually has two trade routes that cross within the city. The church at Corinth actually 
reflects the very nature of the city. It's divided. People are saying, I'm of this group, I'm of this 
group. There's all sorts of competition. It would look very much like the nature of the city of 
Corinth. 
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It is into this community Paul says, "No, actually you are one body. You are all interconnected. 
The only way you can understand that is by love." The very gifts you have, are poured out in 
love. Strangers are being made into friends in these New Testament communities that are planted 
as a result of Christ. As the people of God go out, they gather, they raise people up as friends. 
The people of God learn to share life together. 
 
Romans 12 says Paul calls us to offer our lives as living sacrifices, our bodies particularly as 
living sacrifices. If I continue to read Romans 12, it's clear that that Paul is calling us to is to take 
the very things that I consider my gift, whether it's a gift of hospitality, or teaching, or whatever 
gift I may have been given, gift of mercy, it is given for the community. It is given to share life 
together. That same image is also in I Corinthians. The very gift I have is given for others. 
 
We share our life. Our life becomes bound together. We become ones who support one another, 
and encourage one another, pour out our lives, and we are actually shaped together in this new 
communion. We are growing up into Christ. Literally the book of Ephesians will say Christ, and 
in the Greek it has this idea of Christ is Christing us Christward, which sounds odd, but we are 
being Christed, we are being lifted up into Christ, as a temple, as a living temple, living stones. 
He is lifting us up. We are growing up into the image of Christ. 
 
Literally in Ephesians 2, the Jew and the Gentile both are raised together. The dividing wall has 
been separated. It's one new man, one new person. When the people of God gather, we are all 
being shaped together as friends. James Houston once said that, "In this modern culture, the way 
of Christ might most be identified, and most take the shape of friendship, because we have a 
culture that has truly lost the heartbeat of friendship."4 
 
Throughout history, friendship is actually where lives are transformed, this mutual 
interdependence of relationship. The recovery of friendship, he suggests might be what modern 
monasticism actually looks like: learning to be friends in Christ. In the communion, in the family 
of God, we become friends. We learn how to share life and are transformed, through Christ, but 
in the presence of one another. 
 
Lastly, we see Christ sending His disciples out. Each of the Gospels is moving toward this 
sending point. After Christ takes the sins of humanity upon himself and enters fully into the 
cross, and fully into our own judgement, and is raised to new life, He turns and calls his disciples 
together. He's sending them out to the utter most parts of the world to make disciples of all 
nations. There's this sending of the disciples, this movement of sending. They go out in the same 
way Christ began his ministry. They go out entering into the rhythms of the world around them. 
 
It would look different for each of the disciples. Each of them will ultimately end up in different 
places, and they will enter into different kinds of rhythms. You see Paul travelling the empire 
and entering first into synagogues, so he's entering into that particular community, and that 
rhythm. In the midst of that rhythm, he's bringing it to Christ, pointing to Christ. 
 

                                                
4 This is a paraphrase from a lecture of James Houston. For more background information, The Mentored Life: From Individual 
to Personhood, Regent College Publishing (November 1, 2011). 
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Then he turns to the Gentiles. We actually see him standing up in Athens and speaking at this 
great philosophical symposium, once again pointing to Christ, telling everyone there that they 
are only there by God's sovereign choice, and that they live and move and breathe in Christ. Paul 
is freely borrowing the language of the poets from their own culture, taking that language and 
pointing it into Christ. 
 
We follow in that same kind of calling, and go out into our culture and say what are the kind of 
rhythms that Christ might be moving into? How might He be calling us to step into the places of 
culture where people are already gathering, people are already meeting. Sometimes it's social 
things, but there's also personal rhythms, personal mourning people suffer from. That's a rhythm. 
For instance, we come upon a holiday. Some people have lost a family during Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. That's a deeply personal rhythm that a person will suffer again each year, so the body 
of Christ enters into that rhythm as well. 
 
It says that Christ is present even in the midst of our own grief, in the midst of our own anguish. 
The body of Christ goes out listening, watching, and trying to let the spirit of God lead us into 
these rhythms that are all through our culture. We go out with a word of blessing. We go out 
with a blessing of Christ to those who are suffering. We see this puzzling story of Zacchaeus, 
that Jesus goes out to a man who seems like he's completely turned away from God, and He goes 
out as bringing blessing. He's bringing hope and transformation. By the end of the story 
Zacchaeus literally is transformed. He literally is blessed. 
 
The Anglican church has often loved this image of going out and blessing. I was looking for 
some pictures of Anglicanism recently online. I think I was searching for Anglican blessing, or 
something like that. You find all sorts of odd pictures of priests blessing tractors. They're going 
out wherever the people are and saying how might Christ speak a word of blessing. Going out 
and blessing animals. I have a friend whose fiancé is from Germany. Every year she returns 
home for the blessing of the horses, which is a big event in her culture. 
 
You go out with a word of blessing, and bearing witness to Christ. We see even this with the 
disciples as they're walking to the temple in Acts, and the man is begging for money. They say, 
"Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have, I give by thee." They bring the blessing of 
Christ, they bring healing and redemption for the soul. The Gospel comes out and restores. We 
are going out bringing this very life to the culture around us. We step out into a wilderness of the 
soul, where people are suffering often in hidden ways. Often in ways they cannot communicate, 
or will not communicate. We are carrying the common prayer of the people with us. 
 
This is the beginning of building something in the desert. We bring the gift of friendship, the gift 
of simply loving, entering into the lives of people. Yet, this is not a friendship that abandons the 
story of the church. It's a friendship that's rooted in the orthodox faith, that's carrying this great 
truth, this great communion of saints that's been passed down from generation to generation. We 
literally come as the presence of Christ, the presence of God bearing witness in the midst of the 
culture. 
 
We gather in worship, but we also gather in other places like coffee shops, or wherever the 
culture might gather, wherever we might be present, schools. We might look for film or culture, 
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or other things that are happening within the culture. We might invite people away to retreats. 
Maybe we participate in farmers markets, or other things that are happening within the culture, 
just learning to be sensitive. In the process, we're building something. 
 
It's not always present to the human eye. It's not always obvious, but a community of faith is 
being built that is not separated from the historic community. The community of faith has always 
done this. It's always built right in the middle of the wilderness, believing that the grace of God 
is transforming the wilderness. He is bringing new fruit to the empty hearts. He is the one who is 
raising up a city on a hill. He is the one who plants this church. He is the one who establishes his 
church. 
 
This great statement of Anglicanism from the ACNA is, "To be an Anglican then is not to 
embrace a distinct version of Christianity, but it's a distinct way of being a mere Christian. At the 
same time, Evangelical, Apostolic, Catholic, Reform, and spirit filled." It is in this sense that we 
go out, drawing from the great riches of the Christian tradition. There are all sorts of riches from 
different streams. Anglicanism says, yes we welcome it. We welcome the charismatic tradition. 
Yes, we are rooted in the Reformation, so we welcome the Reformed vision, but we also 
welcome the great united church, the great Catholic church across the ages. We don't deny either. 
We are one holy church from across the ages. We are an Evangelical church, a church that's 
rooted in the good news of Jesus Christ, that's rooted in Scripture. 
 
This is what we bring to the culture. When we go out, now as we think about specifically, St. 
Brendans, we've called it St. Brendan's church, a circle of friends on pilgrimage for the love of 
God. Hopefully this captures this sense of a people on rhythm that are entering into the 
friendship of Christ. The church has also been inspired by a wonderful Puritan work, the 
“Pilgrim's Progress,” which I think has inspired many people, inspired my own faith walk. It 
communicates a distinctive personal vision of walking the life of faith, which I think is important 
and essential. 
 
There's also another story that particularly the English culture has brought to the world, about the 
story of faith. This is the Canterbury Tales, which is a group of people that are on their way to 
Canterbury. It's a holy pilgrimage. Their stories are kind of odd, because some of them are 
edifying, and some of them are not so edifying. They're just a group of all rugged people telling 
all sorts of stories all over the map, but they are on a pilgrimage. This is actually what pilgrimage 
often looks like. 
 
It very much look like the pilgrimage of the disciples who are on a pilgrimage with Christ. 
They're all different, often saying the wrong things at the same time, often completely 
misunderstanding everything Jesus is doing. Yet, when He sends them out, He sends them out as 
ambassadors of Christ. They have been transformed. That, to me, is what pilgrimage looks like. 
It's a people that learn to walk together, and are changed in the walking by Christ. 
 
The story of St. Brendan, tells the story of a sixth century monk, who hears about a holy island 
where he can actually experience paradise on earth. He begins to contemplate, maybe he should 
make the pilgrimage and try to find this holy island. He gathers some monks to himself and they 
begin to pray about the journey. They set out in a boat, which becomes a classic image of Celtic 
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spirituality. It's setting out in a boat for the love of Christ. Going out on pilgrimage for the love 
of Christ. They go out and search of this holy island. When you read the tale, it's sort of an 
outrageous tale, because they travel between all these unusual islands and see crazy sights on 
their journey. As they land on each island, they celebrate a feast day. 
 
If we follow the tale, it's actually the tale of a pilgrimage. In fact, in 1978 Tim Severin recreated 
the boat that would have been used in the sixth century and drove it from ... I guess drove is not 
what you do with a boat, navigated it, or whatever, from Ireland to the Americas. He 
demonstrated that they literally could have come to North America. It's quite possible. The boat 
they had it would have been possible to make the journey. The story is telling about a physical 
journey, but it's telling about a journey through time, the liturgical year, entering into the 
rhythms of the year, all centered in the life of Christ, the story of Christ, the gospel. 
 
We live in a culture that is full of rhythms. Right now we are in the middle of football liturgies. 
Every Saturday and Sunday there's all sorts of liturgies on television, or on football fields, that 
are repeated rhythms. We live in a culture that tells us that the great tradition of our faith that has 
brought these holidays like Christmas and Easter, are actually economic days. They're days for 
buying things. The whole year has been redefined in economic terms. Valentines, Christmas, all 
these events are about buying something, purchasing something. The church reorients that and 
says no these are times where we remember our story. We remember that we are moving in 
Christ. We remember the church in advent, the ancient people of God waiting on the coming of 
the Lord. 
 
Christmas we remember his coming, the mystery of Incarnation. The Epiphany, the unveiling of 
Christ to the world. We enter into the rhythm of Lent, the call to the wilderness. The call to 
death, the call to the cross, that Christ himself leads and calls all his disciples to follow. Then 
Easter, Eastertide, the great fifty day celebration of resurrection, that we are living in the 
resurrected live. The Pentecost, the great outpouring of the spirit. We live into that every year, 
every year the church, every year cycles that story, every year walks through that pilgrimage, 
every year. Knowing that we are bringing our own suffering, our own stories, our own struggles 
into that story, so that our lives are being completed by that story. 
 
We are completed by Christ, and we are being formed by Christ, and we are becoming the 
people of Christ, as revealing Christ in this world. I offer this today, just for meditation upon the 
church we are planting, and a request that you would pray for us. If you know people in 
Maryville, one county that would want to get on this boat with us and travel through the year, we 
would ask you to share that story with them. Stbrendanschurch.org, is a website where we'll 
continue to put more information about what we're doing, and our location. We don't have a 
location worked out exactly yet, but we're discussing that. We'll start January 8th. Be praying for 
us, I ask. 
 
Let's just pray now and ask God to direct this journey. Lord, thank you that this is the gracious 
spirit of this community apostles, and the desire to pour the love of Christ outward, into the 
surrounding areas. This first step, this first little journey of pilgrims that are going to take off 
from here, and go out into Maryville, we just ask your blessing on that journey outward. I pray 
that it will just be the beginning of many journeys outward, of many journeys for different 
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pilgrims from this mother church will be sent out to different places in the local area, and maybe 
even around the world to bring the love of Christ to a world that needs to see and hear the good 
news of Jesus Christ afresh. It is to you we praise our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
 
 


