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Following the Call of Christ 
Rev. Doug Floyd 
Epiphany 3A 2017 - Amos 3:1-11, Ps 139:1-16, 1 Cor 1:10-17, Mt 4:12-22 
 
 
Today we prayed for grace to “answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to 
all people the Good News of his salvation.” This continues in the prayer from last week that we 
would be “illumined by your Word and Sacraments, and may shine with the radiance of Christ’s 
glory.” Even as we meditate upon the rising sun of Jesus Christ and his unveiling to the Israel 
and ultimately the nations, we realize that we have been swept up into that unveiling. Christ 
Himself is revealing His kingdom and his glory through us to all creation. We are witnesses to 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
 
Last week and this week, this Gospel readings focus upon the call of the disciples. In the story of 
the disciples becoming witnesses, we can see the themes of abiding or remaining as well as the 
theme of going, of following. Both verbs indicate ways that God is shaping his disciples into 
people who shine out with the light of Christ. Last week, I focused primarily on staying or 
remaining in the place where you are. “The place you are standing is holy.” We are shaped in the 
day-to-day rhythms in family, work and worship.  
 
There are also times when we are called away. As Jesus walks by the Sea of Galilee, he calls out 
to Peter and Andrew, James and John, “Follow me.” “Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him” (Mt 4:20). In last week’s story, Andrew leaves John the Baptist to follow Jesus 
and then goes to find his brother Peter. It might seem that there is a discrepancy between the two 
stories. But I think we also might see how this highlights multiple contacts between Jesus and 
these disciples before they begin to follow him as he travels proclaiming the kingdom. Even in 
our own lives, the call to follow often involves multiple encounters with the Holy Spirit in 
sermons, in personal prayer, in conversation and so on.  
 
The call to “Follow me” is a call to go, to obey, to journey. The Christian Celts called this 
“Peregrine.” Those who are called to pilgrimage for the love of God. In today’s story, you will 
notice that before Jesus calls the disciples, he is preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” (Matt 4:17). Repent is the turning. The turning toward God. The turning from 
darkness to light.  
 
“The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light” (John 4:16). In the beginning moments 
of Jesus’ ministry, we see his ultimate work, to turn the world from darkness to light. To redeem 
those prisoners trapped in the darkness of lies and deception. Sin distorts and destroys. In the 
turning away from God, humanity descends into a life that suppresses the truth, dishonors the 
passions, and falls prey to every debased thoughts and action (See Romans 1:18-32). 
 
Into the darkness, the light shines and speaks, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
The Word of Christ penetrates the hearts and minds of these fishermen. When he invites them to 
follow me, they follow. They journey out from the places of comfort to heed the call of love. As 
the sons and daughters of God respond to this call and are gathered up into Christ, we have the 
hope all creation will be changed as well. As Paul writes in Romans 8, 
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18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation 
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  (Ro 8:18–23). 
 
In the turning toward God, there is this hope that all creation is turning into God’s glory. The 
light shines out and the darkness cannot put it out. Pilgrimage can look like a group of monks 
getting into a boat and sailing to far off shores, but it can also look like leaving one job to begin 
another.  
 
There is a sense that each day is a bit a pilgrimage, I am letting go of yesterday. I am stepping 
into a new day. The day might come with surprises both good and bad, and by sunset, I may be 
changed by the movement of the day. I end the day the same way I began, in praises to God for 
my life is marked by his love.  
 
There are also times when I am called into a new place in such way that I can never go back. 
Think of the story of Joseph. He has lived in the favor and grace of His father Jacob all his days. 
One day, Jacob calls upon Joseph to make a journey. To go and check on his brothers in 
Shechem. Joseph will never return home. His brothers tear off his robe, threaten to kill him and 
end up selling him as a slave.  
 
Joseph has been sent on pilgrimage, and he will lose almost everything in the process. His 
Egyptian mistress will betray him, and he will end up in prison. There he will be forgotten. 
Eventually he will be lifted up into the highest seat of power in the land. And one day, his family 
will come to him, and he will be the means of their salvation.  
 
While Joseph’s unexpected journey will be painful and feel like abandonment, it will ultimately 
be the path where God transforms him into the man he is to become.  
 
What does this process of transformation look like? Let’s think back to the disciples. While 
God’s process of glorifying the human is personal and particular, there are some common 
patterns in the life of the disciples. 
 

1. Challenges - The disciples are challenged by the words and actions of Jesus as well as the 
words and actions of the surrounding culture.  

2. Conflicts - The disciples face jealousy, betrayal and other struggles within their 
community. 

3. Memory - After the resurrection, the Holy Spirit will bring to remembrance what Jesus 
said and did. As they reflect upon these memories, they learn and grow.  

4. Communion – The Holy Spirit works in the midst of the worshipping community.  
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Challenge. Let’s think about challenges. When the disciples follow Jesus, they consistently 
misunderstand. When Jesus says that he will suffer many things and be killed, Peter directly 
opposes him. When Jesus says to beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, the disciples think he is 
talking about bread. The disciples try push away the children who come to Jesus.  
 
When Jesus calls the disciples, he is calling them to a way and a life that they cannot fully grasp. 
This is similar to when Moses leads the children of Israel out Egypt. The Israelites must be 
changed before they can enter the Promised Land. During the journey through the wilderness, the 
Lord is opening the hearts of the people to the place he is calling them. Challenges can expand us 
to behold God’s grace in ways we never could have understand before. The Lord often teaches 
and changes us as we walk through struggle and learn to trust in Him. 
 
Conflict. As we follow the disciples in the path of Christ, we see them arguing, competing, 
wanting recognition. Much like the reading from Corinthians today, these conflicts reveal broken 
places in God’s people, but they are also leading people to a way of love. By God’s grace, the 
disciples eventually become lovers of God, of one another, and of the world around them. 
Conflict is one way God can teach us the way of the cross and the way of loving.  
 
Memory. The Gospels tells that the Holy Spirit brought all things to their remembrance. In 1 
John, we are told that the Holy Spirit is our teacher. In the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we are caught up into the communion of God. The Holy Spirit comes as gift, as teacher, 
as comforter. In the midst of challenges and conflicts, the Holy Spirit can teach us as we 
remember the stories of His faithfulness in Scripture and in the life of His people. 
 
Communion. This finally brings us to communion. Even as the disciples are lifted up into the 
communion of Lord, they become a living communion. They become a new family. This new 
family of God made up of Jews and Gentiles becomes a place where God reveals His rule, His 
wisdom, His praise, His glory, His love. As they face struggles and challenges, and they bring 
these into worship and prayer. They study the Scriptures and seek God’s wisdom together.  
 
As we follow Christ in pilgrimage, we will face challenges and experience conflicts with one 
another. Yet the Lord is present in our problems. His Spirit can lead and guide us and bring to 
our memory His faithfulness and truth. He can and will strengthen us in the midst of the 
community of faith as worship, prayer and learn how to love one another.  
 
In 2008, I took my car to a collision repair shop to fix a door that someone had dented. While I 
was there, I received a call that our church building was on fire. Five years earlier, our little 
house church had rented a storefront in Louisville and turned it into a living room, library and 
meeting place. We used the building for worship, movies nights, ideas nights, retreats, and even 
family reunions. There were over 5,000 books in the library that came from pooled books 
between myself and another friend.  
 
After the call, I rushed to the site of the fire. My wife had already arrived. The room was black. 
All our furniture and equipment were destroyed. Many books ruined. Of the books we did 
recover, I would have to clean each by hand. After a few months, our group quit meeting on 
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Sundays and only met for a Wednesday fellowship. The movies nights ceased. Most of my 
retreats came to a stop. The fire changed my path. The rich times we had in that place were gone.  
 
I had been able to fund many of our ministry projects by working as writer for a business in 
Knoxville. Six months after the fire, I lost my job along with most of the department. 2009 was 
not a fun pilgrimage. The journey didn’t feel so very warm and fuzzy. Instead, I felt like 
everything I touched had failed.  
 
While I am not suggesting the Lord caused the fire or the job loss, I am suggesting He was 
faithful in the midst, leading me to a new place. This challenge was painful and yet it opened me 
to ask new questions, it provoked me to pray afresh.  
 
My wife reminded me again and again, that love had not failed and that our relationships were 
still rich and growing. I shared with a few close friends the absolute sense of failure I was 
feeling. In their counsel and prayer, I was reminded of God’s faithfulness afresh.  
 
This was a season of humiliation but also a season of deep love. It was also a time of preparation 
where the Lord reoriented me in new paths, and I eventually ended up serving in the Anglican 
Communion.  
 
We are ever learning to live in the way of Christ. There are times of resting, of abiding, of living 
into the rhythms of prayer and relationship. We are learning to rest when called to rest. To feast 
when called to feast. To fast when called to fast. At the same time, we will be called to follow, 
walking down new and challenging paths. We press into the community of Christ, into 
fellowship, into prayer. We are learning to trust His absolute faithfulness in the midst.  
 
 


